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Preshow Introduction: Milestone
Nina Marni.
Welcome to this Audio Introduction of Milestone, based on the life and works of William Yang, renowned Australian playwright and photographer and celebrating his 80th birthday.
City Hub acclaims Milestone as “an intimate, often heartbreaking and regularly hilarious portrait of a life...truly life-affirming work.”
Please Note: This production contains adult themes, images of a sexual nature/full-frontal nudity.
1. Introductory information
Event name: Milestone 		
Event presenter:	 OZ Asia Festival 2025.  Co-commissioned by Asia TOPA, Arts Centre Melbourne, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra; Sydney Festival, Contemporary Asian Australian Performance (CAAP) and funded by Creative Australia and City of Sydney. 
Event synopsis: In this ambitious new performance, Yang weaves together an epic slideshow of over 550 documentary photographs from his vast collection. Through personal stories, he explores themes of family, sexuality, migration and culture with his signature humour and candour. Set against an exquisite score composed and performed by Elena Kats-Chernin with Ensemble Lumen, Milestone is a joyous tribute to an Australian icon.
As William speaks, he describes many of the images on screen. Some of the images also feature his iconic handwritten notes written in pen directly onto his photographs. Much of this text is included in William’s commentary. There is not time to read the additional text.
Audio Describers: Catherine Fitz-Gerald and Carol Wellman Kelly
2. Set description
The Auditorium – Adelaide Town Hall.
With elegance and grandeur dating back to 1866, the internal features are some of the finest examples of Victorian architecture in Adelaide. The ornate ceiling houses five elaborate chandeliers. A colonnade of white marble pillars flank the walls, with a high vaulted arched window between each pillar. From our viewing position in the Gallery, we look down onto the lower levels of seating in the Stalls and Dress circle. The imposing Pipe Organ built by J.W Walker & Sons, takes pride of place at the far eastern end of the room.
Directly in front of the Organ is the stage platform, raised approx. 1m off the polished wooden Auditorium floor. The performance space is 10.6m wide by 5.5m deep. At the back of the stage, partially masking the organ, a projection screen 8m wide x 3m high is suspended above the stage, where William’s slides will be projected throughout the performance.
The Orchestra.
The Clarinet position is centre back, with Trumpet and Double Bass seated at the back to our right. The Flute is seated back left with Vibraphone, Bass drum, Tam-tam, Snare, High Hat and Marimbas, wrapped around to our left side of the stage, in a semicircle.
The Viola is centre mid-stage with two Violins mid-stage to our left. The Cello sits mid-stage to our right. A grand piano fills the right side mid to front stage, and the Conductor stands squarely, centre front. 
William stands in a pool of light at a lectern situated front stage to our left, where he can see the screen and operate the slide projections, whilst engaging us with his story at the microphone.

3. Cast and Creatives
William Yang
William Yang, creator, performer and co-director, is one of Australia’s most celebrated artists. A trailblazing photographer and performance artist, his acclaimed works—shown at major festivals and arts centres worldwide—draw from his vast photographic archive to tell stories of immigration, culture, sexuality and creativity.
His photographs are held in major Australian collections, including the National Gallery of Australia and the Museum of Contemporary Art, and he is recognised as a leading influence on generations of artists.
Beginning as a playwright, William turned to photography in the 1970s, documenting Sydney’s emerging gay community in Sydneyphiles (1977) and Sydney Diary (1984). In the 1980s, he began exploring his Chinese heritage, expanding his themes to identity and belonging. Since 1989, his monologue-and-slide projection performances—such as Sadness, Friends of Dorothy and Blood Links—have toured globally.
Elena Kats-Chernin AO Composer/Pianist
One of Australia’s foremost contemporary composers, Elena Kats-Chernin’s vibrant and distinctive music spans nearly all genres and has reached millions worldwide. Her extensive body of work includes orchestral, chamber, choral and stage compositions, performed by leading ensembles such as the Australian Chamber Orchestra, Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Australian World Orchestra, and major European opera houses.
Elena has collaborated with renowned artists including Meryl Tankard, Barrie Kosky, Richard Tognetti, Katie Noonan, and Tamara-Anna Cislowska. She has composed scores for four feature-length silent films, most recently Varieté (2023), premiered by the Belgian National Orchestra.
Her score for Adam Elliot’s acclaimed Memoir of a Snail (2024) is AACTA-nominated for Best Feature Film Score. 
Elena collaborated for the first time with William Yang on his 2012 Sydney Festival project, I am a camera, and recently with the world premiere of Milestone for Sydney Festival and AsiaTOPA.
Ensemble Lumen launched its debut season this year. This group celebrates Elder conservatorium of music’s talented faculty and students. The name "Lumen" pays homage to the University of Adelaide's motto, sub cruce lumen, the light (of learning) under the (Southern) Cross. And performs Elena Kats-Chermin’s score live on stage.
Musicians: Full list to be confirmed
Lloyd Van't Hoff Conductor (clarinet),
Elizabeth Layton (violin), 
Stephen King (viola), 
Edith Salzmann (cello), 
Emma Gregan (French horn), 
Lucinda Collins and Anna Goldsworthy (pianos). 
Tessa Leong
Dramaturg/Co-director
Tessa is the Artistic Director of Contemporary Asian Australian Performance. She is a theatre director, dramaturg and collaborator who has worked extensively across theatre, performance, dance theatre, live art and socially engaged projects, collaborating with artists and companies across Australia and internationally. 
Additional Key Creatives
Lyle Chan Co-orchestrator
Daniel Herten Technical Director (AV)
Sammy Read  Lighting Designer/Operator
Neil Simpson (rehearsal) Production Manager
Aiden Brennan (performance) Production Manager
Fenn Gordon for Tandem  Producer
Performance Space Auspicor
4. Event details
Event date and time: Friday 31st October 2025 @ 7.30. Performance Duration is approx. 1hour 40mins
Event location: The Auditorium, Adelaide Town Hall. 
Ticket information: Tickets can be booked in advance online via the following link: https://ozasia.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au/whats-on/milestone#venue
Or can be purchased at the box office upon arrival.
5. Access information
The Adelaide Town Hall is located on 128 King William Street, Adelaide 5000 and is easily accessible by public transport.
Accessible Parking
Limited accessible parking is available in front of the Adelaide Town Hall on King William Street daily from 7.00pm to midnight.
The City of Adelaide owned UParks have accessible spaces located near the lifts. 
The following access features are in place:
Automatic glass sliding doors at entry with ramp.
Lift with illuminated raised tactile/braille buttons and voice announcements
Unisex accessible toilet
Patrons for the Audio Described service please enter through the main doors, you will be greeted in the foyer by Access2Arts staff and directed to the lift 10 m to your right. Press D for dress circle. You will be greeted by Carol, who will distribute headsets, guide you to the Dress Circle and up 3 steps to your seats in the Gallery.
Please arrive for 7pm to hear the preshow notes. There is no sensory tour.
Find timetables for Adelaide’s bus, train and tram services on the Adelaide Metro website.
You can also visit the Adelaide Metro InfoCentre at the Adelaide Railway Station or call their InfoLine on 1300 311 108.
For full information, visit the Adelaide Town Hall website.
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